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Presidio of La Balda i1l 1767 
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Plan of the presidio of Bahia del Espiritu 
Santo, under the jurisdiction of Texas. 
situated at 29° 39' nonh latitude and 
277 0 54' longitude measured from the 
meridian of Tenerife. 

Explanation 
A. House of the captain 
B. Chmch 
C, Small battery 
D. Houses of the soldiers 
E. Canoe for crossing the river 

Note 
All of this construction is of adobe. 

Scale: 200 (oesas [approximately 400 
meters] 
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Climate and Mission Agriculture at Goliad 

Unlike the missions at San Antonio, that of Goliad had no canal irrigation system. Why? 
One can only guess. A review of the climate data suggests that such a system might not 
have been needed; Goliad is certainly a more humid environment than San Antonio. 

Variable (Annual average) Goliad San Antonio 
Precipitation 34" 28" 
Temperature 71° 69° 
Evaporation Rate 30" 40" 
ER in drought years 42" 53" 
Relative humidity 

6 a.m. 88% 83% 
6 p.m. 60% 52% 

However, a document found in the archives of San Luis P6tosi, Mexico and pertaining to 
Goliad in 1819 suggest otherwise. It reads: 

"".los habitates de este pueblo, no tienen otta ocupacion que dedicarse en las siembtas 
de maices de temporal, cuyas cosechas pierden en los aiios que caIman las lluvias; 
siendo este el !lnico arbitrio para su subsistencia". " 

Translated: 
"The inhabitants of this town only have the occupation of cultivating rainfed com, and 
lose their harvests in dry years; this is the only means of subsistence." 

PRESIDIO LA BAHIA 

Presidio La Bahia. designated 8 National Historic Land· 
mark, Is considered the world's finest example of a Spanish 
frontier fort. This Is the most fought over fort In Texas 
history, having seen participation In six National Re· 
volutlons/Wars for Independence. Spanish, Mexican and 
Texan soldiers all garrisoned its fortified walls. Here, at this 
Crossroads of Revolution, was felt almost every attempt to 
forcibly change the governmental order of Texas. 

The fort Is the site where Goliad history began. The 
location of the fort had been an occupied site long before 
Spain arrived in the New World. Strategically located on an 
elevation over looking the surrounding area, the Spanish 
arrived here In 1749 and found evidence of an Indian Village 
In the area they named S'anta Dorotea. As permanent 
settlement by Spain began the town of La Bahia, (The 
Bay), grew up around the protection of the fort. This town 
was the original Golia~, the name being changed in 1829 as 
an anagram for Hidalgo. in honor of the patriot priest of the 
Mexican Revolution, Father Miguel Hidalgo, who sounded 
the famous "Grita de Delores" in 1810 for Mexican 
Independence from Spain. This town became the second 
largest populated settlement in Spanish T axas. 

I~ 

THE FOUNDING 

The establishment of the Royal Presidio La Bahia In the 
year 1721 was a direct response to encroachment by the 
French in the Spanish Province of Texas. First founded on 
the banks of the Garcitas Creek near present day Lavaca 
Bay it was erected upon the remains of the iII·fated French 
Fort St. louis built by La Salle. This location proved unsult· 
able and in 1726 it was abandoned and the fort relocated to 
an Inland position near Mission Valley above present day 
Victoria. In 1749, the Presidio was relocated to its present 
location here. 

THE SPANISH OCCUPATION 

The Royal Presidio La Bahia, though an inland frontier 
fort, became the only fort responsible for the defense of the 
coastal area and eastern province of Texas after the 
abandonment of the Presidios at Los Adaes and 
Orcoquisac. 

Soldiers from Presidio La Bahia assisted the Spanish 
army fighting the British along the Gulf Coast during the 
American Revolution. This action gives Goliad the distinc­
tion of being one of the only communities west of the 
MissiSSippi River to have participated in the American 
Revolution. 

The cattle industry of America had its beginnings here at 
La Bahia with the soldiers of the Presidio overseeing the 
vast herds of the nearby miSSions Rosario and Espiritu 
Santo. Troop escorts for cattle drives to supply other settle­
ments In the Spanish Southwest were commanded by the 
garrison of the Presidio. 



BIRTHPLACE OF THE TEXAS REVOLUTION 

On October 9, 1835 a group of Texas citizens, led by 
Capt. George Collinsworth entered Goliad and attacked the 
Mexican garrison stationed at the Presidio and were suc· 
cessfu! in taking possession of the fort. This action followed 
the incident at Gonzales, Texas, one week earlier. From 
here the Texans marched out in a detachment and captured 
Ft. Lipantitlan, near the Nueces River on November 5, 
thereby cutting off the last remaining line of Mexican 
communication from San Antonio to Matamoros. 

Here at the Presidio was formally declared the first 
Declaration of Texas Independence on December 20, 1835, 
signed by 92 citizens and distributed throughout other 
municipalities in T axas, boldly stating the intentions of these 
settlers of Texas. Along with it flew the first flag of Texas 
Independence. Nothing short of full independence from 
Mexico would satisfy those who had suffered under the 
Injustices if a dictatorial government led by the self·styled 
"Napoleon of the West", General Antonio Lopez de Santa 
Anna. 

• 

THE GOLIAD MASSACRE 

The darkest day In Texas history, the Goliad Massacre, 
took place here on Palm Sunday, March 27, 1836, when 
Col. James Walker Fannin and 352 men under his 
command were executed a week after their capture ~t the 
Battle of Coleto, under orders of the Mexican cictator. 
General Santa Anna. There was twice es much los~ of life 
here at Goliad than at the Alamo. Nothing had touched the 
raw nerve of the American character as did the news of the 
large numbers of men who were all slaughtered in one 
execution. As grim news reached the United States, 
volunteers streamed forth for the people of Texas who were 
engaged in a war with a dictator who took no prisoners • a 
war of extermination. This one single event, the Goliad 
Massacre, more than any event in the Texas Revolution, 
proved to the people of the United States what mannar of 
warfare confrontad the Texans. 

OUR LADY OF LORETO CHAPEL 

Though a fort, not a mission, a chapel was erected inside 
the quadrangle for the sole use of the soldiers and Spanish 
settlers living in the town of La B~hia surrounding the fort. 
The religious needs of the Indian tribes were served by the 
missions of Rosario, Espiritu Santo and Refugio. The name 
of the chapel was given the title "Our lady of Loreto", and 
is the oldest building in the compound in continuous use 
since the 17005. 

One of the oldest churches in America, rt also is one of 
the only buildings in existence that has its original "groin 
vaulted ceiling" In place. The striking fresco at the back of 
the altar was done In 1946 by the "Michefangek> of South 
Texas," Corpus Christi artist Antonio Garcia. Located in the 
niche above the chapel entrance is the statue of Our lady 
of Loreto made by lincoln Borglum, of Mt. Rushmore 
fame. 
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This centurles·old chapel was where Fannin's men were 
held part of their captivity before they were massacred. The 
First Declaration of Texas Independence was signed inside 
the chapel on December 20, 1835. After the Texas 
Revolution of 1836, while other buildings of the Presidio fell 
into neglect and disrepair, the chapel was still used as a pface 
of worship and at one time was temporarily used as a 
private residence. An act of the Republic of Texas in 1841 
restored church properties confiscated by the Republic but 
it was not until 1855 that the first non-Hispanic Bishop of 
Texas, Bishop J. M. Odin, received title from the Town 
Council of Goliad. 

Over the years, through the laving devotion of the local 
residents, the chapel continued its existenoo as a place of 
worship and today many of the area fammes can look back 
proudly to the time when their ancestors kept alive the light 
of faith they passed on to their children. 

THE PRESIDIO TODAY 

The Presidio was restored in the 1960's through the 
dedicated generosity of Mrs. Kathryn O'Connor to stand as 
a lasting memorial alongside its sister shrines the Alamo and 
San Jacinto. Local artisans supplied the labor for the 
project and the noted restoration architect, Raiford l. 
Stripling, directed the project to its completion and today is 
considered one of the most authentic restoration projects in 
the United States 

The Presidio compound is a self-sustaintng private 
institution operated under the administration of the Diocese 
of Victoria Catholic Church. Tax deductitHe contributions 
are accepted and can be given through the fund-raising 
campaign, "Friends of the Fort". 

GENERAL ZARAGOZA'S BIRTHPLACE 

Ignacio Zaragoza was born at this site in 1 829 and lived in 
the area as a child. Educated in Mexico, he joined the 
Mexican army and worked his way to the rank of General. At 
the Battle of Puebla, Mexico on May 5, 1862, General 
Zaragoza's outnumbered forces defeated a French army of 
inteMntion. May 5th, or "Cinco de Mayo," is a Mexican 
national holiday and is celebrated each year in Goliad. 

NOTLS OF INTEREST ABOUT 
PRESIDIO LA BAI-IIA 

• The only fully re,toret! Spanish Pr",iLiio ill 
existence in the United Stales. 

• The only site in the entire State of Texas 
that appears as it did in 1836. 

• The most fought over 10rt in Texas history 
- the Presidio saw ninety years of warfare 
be rore the !'irst battle was fouell t 3t the 
Alamo. 

• Ahno:-;t ~very attclIIpl to forciblY ..:hange 
the governmental order of Texas was felt 
here. 

• A Crossroads of Revolution - The Presidio 
is the only fortification on tIte "iorth 
American continent to have participated in 
six "iational Revolutions/Wars for Indepen­
denl."t'. 



• Participated in the American RC'\olulion 
from Great Bntaill 1770-17~3. this action 
gi\'," the town of Goliad 1'le distillction of 
b~ing C:le of the only communities w~st of 
the Missis,ippi RiVer to have taken part in 
the American Revolution. 

• Tile Presidio is the OLDI:ST fort in the 
United ;')tates west flf the MisSl'isippi. 

• Thc're ll;wt-' bL'cn ~:\l ilar--; tll:tl hav(, 
flowl1 o,er the Presidio, tlHe~ Ilh)'"t: III dddi­
lion 10 II:e Si ... ri~tg'\ O\Cf Tl'\,l'. 

• T,;,: iongL'.st Skgl' J:l T~).::," military history 
took phil.' !l~rc !rom > (YTlllber of I ~ J ~ 
thru F:bru ,,') 0f I" 13 

• TIlt; saddc:it page of Texas history occurred 
il':re, the Goliad Massacre, which was the 
largest loss of life the Texians suffered in 
the Revolution, There was twice as much 
loss of life here at Goliad then as at the 
Alamo, 

• One of the largest graves in the United 
States of America is located just beyond 
the walls of the Presidio, the Fannin 
Memorial Monument. 

• Tlie first Declaration of Texas Indepen­
dence from Mexico was signed here on 
December 20,1835, 

• The first flag of Texas Independence was 
created here and flown after the Declara­
tion was drafted that December. 

• The first offensive aclion taken by the 
Texians in the Texas Revolution took place 
here on Odober 9, 1835, when the Texians 
captured this fort from the Mexican garri­
son. 

• frOlll this fort the Texians marched to the 
NliCCeS River and captured Fort Lipantitlan 
from the Mexican army on November 3, 
1835. 

• The centuries-old fort chapel is one of the 
oldest church structures in the country. It 
i., the ONLY church structure from the 
Spanish Colonial period that has its original 
"groin vaulted ceiling" intact. 

• Ex~ava tions have revealed NINE levels of 
Civilization on the site. from Indian occupa­
tion to the present historical period. 
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MISSION ROSARIO 

Mission Nuestra Senora del Rosario was founded in 1754 
by Franciscan missionaries from the College of Zacatecas in 
Mexico in an attempt to settle the Karankawa Indians who 
had abandoned the first Espiritu Santo mission. The Rosario 
ruins are located about four miles west of Goliad State 
Historical Park headquarters and six miles west of the City of 

.. Goliad off U.S, Highway 59, 

In 1767 the superior of Franciscan missions in Texas, 
Father JOstl de Solis, reported of Mission Rosario: 

NAs far as the temporal goods 8(8 concerned, it is in a 
flourishing condition. It possesses two droves of 8SS8S, 

forty tame horses, thirty tame mules, twelve teams of 
oxen, five thouS8nd head of cattle, two hundred milk 
cows, and seven hundred sheep. II 

This tempoml success, which was only momentary, did 
not guarantee spiritual success, however. When secularization 

of Texas missions was ordered in 1794, missions Espiritu 
Santo and Rosario were permitted to continue because their 
Indians had not yet adapted to civilized life. The missionaries 
feared that they would return to nomadic life, fears that were 
well-grounded. Mission Rosario was finally abandoned in 
1807 because its Indians had deserted, and the mission's 
lands were distributed to colonists. 

In 1935 the Mission Rosario site was donated to the 
County of Goliad by W. F, O'Connor, later the site was 
deeded to the state by the county, and in 1971 it became a 
unit of Goliad State Historical Perk, 



-ill 

Presidio La Bahia before reconstruction and restoration (ca. 1960) 
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Plan of the presidio of Bahia del Espiritu 
Santo, under the jurisdiction of Texas, 
situated at 29° 39' north latitude and 
277 0 54-' longitude measured from the 
meridian of Tenerife. 

Explallalioll 
A. House of the captain 
B. Church 
C. Small battery 
D. Houses of the soldiers 
E. Canoe for crossing the river 

Nole 
All of this construction is of adobe. 

Scale: 200 loesas [approximately 400 

meters 1 
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Source: Berlandier, Jean Louis, The Indians o/Texas in 1830, Washington, 1969. 
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SE BASTION 

NE BASTION 

-N-c 
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CALABOZO 

QUADRANGLE PARADE GROUND 

SALLY PORT 

SOLDIERS QUARTERS 

. .. . v 0 0 

SW BASTION 

ENTRANCE 

NW BASTION 
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WALKItlO TOUR OF PRESIDIO LA BAHIA 

" ~:~J t .... -;. '. .. '.'.' • ~ -•• , 

1. OPPICER' S QUARTERS. Center Section of .thiB· building was buil t 'i~ 
1752 as the first stone structure on site. The original buildings 
built in 1749 were of post oak-mud construction & were all replaced 
by 1790. The entire building was uQod by ths commanding officer 
• his staff for quarters and offices. In January of 1780, Texas 
Oovernor Cabollo moved his office to this building from San Antonio 
to .direct cattle shipments to Galvez's Spanish Army fighting the 
British. I .., 

2. NW BASTION. Built as part of the Spanish defenses I this was reshaped 
in 18)5-)6 by Texian troops. Bastions were designed to allow the 
artillery to havo a clear field of fire & to cover the flanks of 
the walls. This bastion also covered the old San Antonio Road and , 
crossing. The sentry box or bartizon ~s built.to giVe the'guard . 

. cover during bad weather. The cannon, a English pattern six pounder, 
1. original to the site. 

). CHAPEL COURTYARD. Here, on March 27, 18)6, Colonel James Pannin 
wa. executed during the Goliad Massacre. Several people were buried 
here in the 1880's, of which only Annie Taylor was marked. She has 
no historical connection with the Presidio. 
The water gate opened to a path down to ~he San Antonio River. In 
18)6, Pannin's troops built a covered ditch from this wall to the 
river to gain a fresh water supply. ' 

4. CHAPEL. Built between 1780-1807. The original simple fort chapel 
has been inhanced greatly with the addition of a bell tower in 
the early 1900's & the fresco painted by Antonio Garcia in 1948 
behind the alter. The side alter, origi~y served as the fort's 
powder magazine. It now contains the flags of the states & countries 
whose sone were killed in the Goliad Massacre. The groin vault 
root is the only surviving example of this style of construction 1n 
the Southwest. Over the alter is the statue of Our Lady of Loreto 
(tor whom the chapel is named). It dates trom 1721 & is the only 
oriCinal furniture to survive from the Presidio's three moves. 
Colonel Pannin's men were held in the chapel for tho first three 
dayu of their continment in 18)6. ' 

5. PARADE GROUND. Because of the large number of troops in his command, 
Colonel Pannin had his companies camped around the Parade Ground 
1n tents. 

6. SE BASTION. One of the original Spanish fortifications, its bartizon 
i. in ruins. The grave ot Colonel Fiumin & his men is the large 
monument that can be seen from here. 

7. SOUTH BARRACKS. Built from existing structures in 1810, this housed 
up to 80 soldiers in the Spanish period as well as the Mexican garrison 
after 1821. Currently, it is being equiped to its 18)6 appearance. 
There were no bunks for the soldiers, who slept on either hay or straw. 

8. MAIN GATE. From here 400 Texian soldiers were broken up into ) seperate 
groups & marched down) different roads a'quarter of a mile to be 
executed by order of Santa Anna. : 

9. GUARD HOUSE. Room set aside to CU&rd da~. 

10. lNO!PEIlDEIICE' FLAG POLE. Hereille tlr.ttlU-ot Texian Independence 
• was rat.ed on December 20, 18,s atter thaigarriBon uigned the 

Declaration of Independence inside the oh~ch • . , 
O~e.tone of Lt. Auguutus Magee, a former U,S. Army officer who 
4le4 during the 181) siege while commanding a combined force of 
~can rebols & American volunteers. i 

22 



• Santa Fe 

• Albuquerque 

To Simla Fe 

To Chihuahua 

• Chihuahua 

1. San Antonio de Senecu • 1682·1828 
2. Corpus Christi de la Isleta· 1680·1828 
3. Concepcion del Socorro' 1682·1828 
4, La Navidad en las Cruces. 1683·1687 
5, EIAp6stoi Santiago '1683·1687 
6. San Crist6bal·1715·1775 
7. San Saba de la Santa Cruz' 1766·1758 
8. San lorenzo de la Santa Cruz' 1762·c.1769 
9. Candelaria del Canon' 1762·c.1769 

10. Guadalupe' 1756-1758 
11. San Antonio de Valero IALAMO} • 1718-1793 
12. San Francisco Xavier de Naxara • 1722·1726 
13, Purlsima Concepcion de Acuna' 1731·1824 
14. San Jose y San Miguel de Aguayo' 1720·1824 
15. San Juan Capistrano "731-1824 
16. San Francisco de la Espada· 1731·1824 
17. Espiritu Santo de Z6niga • 1749·1830 
18, Rosario' 1764·1807 
19. Refugio' 1795·1830 
20, Espiritu Santo de Zuniga' 1726·1749 

IRemoved to San Antonio River) 

SPANISH MISSIONS 
AND PRESIDIOS 
IN TEXAS 

1·33 THE MISSION was a self,contalned selllement 
established on the frontier of New Spain by the 
CathOliC Church to Christianize and civilize the Indian 
populations. The mission co~lex generally Included 
a church, a residence for the priests, living quarters fOr 
the Indians, workshops, and storehouses. 

1·12 THE PRESIDIO was a fort garrisoned by Spanish 
soldiers for the protection 01 the missions and nearby 
selUemenls.1I also served as a symbol 01 Spanish 
authority and control In Isolaled frontier regions. 

THE ROADS AND TRA1LS opened by Spanish pries~ 
and soldiers became the primaI)' communication lines 
between the frontier oulpoSls Md the capital al Mexico 
City. Portions 01 these early roules are sllilin use as 
slale and lederal highways. 

To Monclova 
& Mexico City 

Monclova. 

7 
3 0 " 

8" 
9" 

21, Espiritu Santo de ZMiga • 1722·1726 
IRemoved to Guadalupe River} 

22. Refugio' 1793·1796 
(Removed to Mission River) 

23, San francisco Xavier de Horcasitas • 1746-1765 
lRemoved to Guadalupe River) 

24. San IIdefonso • 1748·1752 
26. Candelaria' 1749·1766 
26. La luz de Orcoquisac' 1766·1771 
27. San Francisco de los Tejas a nd 

San francisco de los Neches' 1716·1730 
(Removed to San Antonio) 

28_ Sandsimo Nombre de Marla' 1690·1693 
29. San francisco de los lejas • 1690·1693 

(Removed to Neches River) 
30. San Jose de los Nazonis • 1716·1730 

(Removed to San Antonio) 
31, Purisima Concepcion de los Hainai • 1716·1730 

(Removed to San Antonio) 
32. Guadalupe de Nacogdoches' 1716-1773 
33. Dolores de los Ais • 1716·1773 
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1. San Elizario '1780·1814 
2. Presidio del Norte '1759·1810 
3. San luis de las Amarillas • 1766·1770 
4. San Antonio de 8exar • 1718·1821 
6. Santa Cruz del Cibolo • 1771·c.1781 
6. loreto de la Bahia' 1726·1749 

(Removed to San Antonio River) 
7, loreto de la Bahia' 1749·1821 
8. loreto de la Bahia '1722·1726 

(Removed to Guadalupe River) 
9. San francisco Xavier de Gigedo • 1760·1766 

10. San Agustfn de Ahumada' 1766·1771 
11. Dolores de los lejas • 1717·1729 
12, Presidio Rio Grande' 1701-1827 



Suggested Additional Readings on Goliad 
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