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Communlcatlon Controversy, and Citizenshp

CMS 367 ¥06385 ¥ Spring 2006

Class meets: MWF 1:00-2:00, CMA
5.156

Professor DanalL. Cloud
CMA 7.220¥471-1947¥dcloud@mail.utexasedu ¥Office Hours:Mondays,2:30-5:00

T.A.. Adria Battaglia
UA9 ¥2.102¥232-4067¥adriabattaglia@mail.com¥Office Hrs: T/TH noon1:30

Introdudion:

Thisis acourse aboutcitizenship. We will discuss what it meansto beacitizen. Isa
citizen aconumer of goodsand information?Does voting make a citizen? Do you have to be
pariotic to beacitizen? Are we citizenswhen we go to work? Is oneacitizen if oneis well
informed? Are activists citizens? Does citizenship have to be polite? Do we have to talk about
politics if we want to becitizens?

In the process of exploring these framing questions the course will also equip
undegraduaes with practice in thelistening, speaking, and basic argumentation skills
necessary to ddiberation over controversia and sengtive subjects with oneanother. Theclass
will feature student-driven research projects and debaes aboutcontroversia topics of studentsO
choosng. These may indudewar, religion, racism, sexism, the statusof gay, lesbian, bisexud
and tranggende persons affirmative action, abortion, and the death pendty. Based on ther
research in groupson these subjects and others, students will present individud reports and a
collective debae. In thelast weeks of the class, students will use theinformation and
arguments they have gathered to putthear ideas outinto the public sphee in an editorial,
community, political, or activist setting.

Such subjects have been difficult to negotiate in the classroom (and in life beyondit)
because many students fear offending othe's and risking criticism and because of the power
differential between professors and students. However, the premise of the course is tha when
students research a subject, talk together aboutit, and put together and defend a point of view,
they gan confidence in thebasic skills of democaracy. They can also grow as critical thinkers
and, mog importantly, as citizens In additionto instruction in listening, speaking,
argumentation, research, and writing, the course will introduce students to how these strategies
have been implemented in pditical and soda movement settings
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Readingsand Books

¥A nunber course readingswill be supplied by students as pat of our topical units, and
provided to the class on Blackboad.

Y¥All students mug read the news and editorial sectionsof the New York Times or other mgor
paper daly, in additionto regular reading/listening/viewing of an additiond news source
(newspaper, magazine, webste, television, radio) of the student® choosng (student, e.g. Daily
Texan, Texas Observer;, patisan, e.g. Socialist Worker, Nation, National Review,
counterpunch.com; internaiond, e.qg. Economist, London Times, Al Jazeera; or locdl, e.g.
Austin American-Statesman).

Books(available at the University Co-Op)
Required:
AnthonyWeston, A Rulebook for Arguments (Hackett, 2001)
Gershon Shdir, The Citizenship Debates: A Reader (University of Minnesota,
1998)
Optiond:
Karlyn Kohrs Campbdl, The Rhetorical Act (Wadsworth, 2004)
DanaVilla, Socratic Citizenship (Princeton, 2007J).
Requirements:

Regular attendance makes a student a goodclass citizen. Othe requirementsindude
Readingsquizzes, 4, occasiond, 5 points each (20 total points)

Current events discussion on Blackboad (20 points)

Individud research presentation on a controversy with report and discussion (50 points)
Groupdebate on acontroversy (100pants)

Response pgoe onan individud report (20 points)

Response pgoe on adebae; (20 points)

Self-report and evaluaion of debae (20 points)

Engagement plan for yourself as citizen (50 points)

Grades will be assessed on a straight percentage scale of 300 points (270+=A, 240-269-B,
etc.), with subtraction of onepoint per unexcused absence off thetop.

ONok~wh R

Schedule of topics and readings

TOPIC/ITEMSDUE READ
Course Introduction
W1/18: Course overview; wha is controversy?

F 1/20: Introdudions why citizenship? *L appZ Shdfir Ch@ 1-2
Making Good Arguments

M 1/23: Claims Weston 1-39 (Campbdl Ch. 6)

W 1/25: Reasoning Weston 40-70 (Campbdl Ch. 5)

F 1/27:Guest lecture: Stephanie Burkhater
M 1/30: Evidence Weston 71-end (Campbedl Ch. 4)
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Doing Research and Finding Credible Information

W 2/1: Primary sources, Lexis/Nexis
Braingorm topics/controversies in genera categories of WAR, ABORTION,
CRIME/JUSTICE SYSTEM, ECONOMIC POLICY, RACE/RACISM,
GENDER/WOMENG RIGHTS, SEXUALITY, RELIGION/MORALITY

F 2/3: Scholarly and other seconday sources, Academic Search Premier
Determine debate teams, and indvidud reporters for topical units
Draw names for resporsesto individud presentationsand Unit dipsfor

debae response
Traditiond Modds of Citizenship
M 2/6: Thinking *Villa1-60
W 2/8: Reading & Writing *Ebely
F 2/10:Voting *Jarvis, *Boggsintro, 1 & 2
M 2/13: Shoppng *Howard, *H annis, *K auffman
W 2/15: Community Shdfir Ch@4,5
F 2/17: Discussion Shafir 7
Engaged Citizenship
M 2/20: Internet and Media Activism (Battaglia)  * Republic.com, *Corbet & Eberly
W 2/22: Media activism, continuel *Jensen
*First Unit presentersN supply readings
F 2/24: Citizens as debaters of knowledge *Fishkin, *BoggsCh. 3-4

First Topical Unit:

F 2/24:Individud reports (3)

M 2/27: Individud Reports (3)

W 3/1: Debae

*Second Unit presenters-supply readings

F 3/3: Repongs and Discussion

Presentation of 3 individud responss and 3 debae responss (by different people)

Turnin asrelevant: your self-respongs, debae respong, and/or indvidud response
Second Topica Unit:

M 3/6: Individud Reports (4)

W 3/8: Individud Reports (2) and Debae

F 3/10: Respongs and discussion

Presentation of 3 individud responss and 3 debae responss (by different people)

Turnin asrelevant: your self-respong, debae respong, and/or indvidud response
Spring Break: 3/13-17
Activigt Citizenship

M 3/20: Soda Movements *Goodwin&Jasper,

View Arlington West

*T hird Unit PresentersN supply readings

W 3/22: Decorum, Confrontation, Violence *Alinksy, Tilly

F 3/24: Movements, continued *Brecher, *Jensen Citizen
Third Topical Unit:

M 3/27: Individud Reports (3)

W 3/29: Individud Reports (3)

F 3/31: Debae
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*Fourth Unit PresentersN supply readings

M 4/3: Respong and Discussion

Presentation of 3 individud responss and 3 debae responss (by different people)

Turn in asrelevant: your self-respong, debae respong, and/or individud response
Planning Practical Engagement

W 4/5: Assign Engagement Plans

F 4/7: Outlets for Engagement: Media, Ingitutions Organizations
Fourth Topical Unit

M 4/10: Individud Reports (3)

W 4/12:Individud Reports (3)

F 4/14: Debae

*Fifth Unit PresentersN supply readings

M 4/17: Responses and Discussion

Presentation of 3 individud responss and 3 debae responss (by different people)

Turnin asrelevant: your self-respong, debae respong, and/or indvidud response
Fifth Topica Unit

W 4/19: Individud Reports (4)

F 4/21: Individud Reports (2) and Debae

M 4/24: Responses and Discussion

Presentation of 3 individud responss and 3 debae responss (by different people)

Turnin asrelevant: your self-respong, debae respong, and/or indvidud response
Wha Sort of Citizen? Engagement Plans

W 4/26: Engagement plan presentations

F 4/28: Engagement plan presentations

M 5/1: Engagement plan presentations

W 5/3: Engagement plan presentations

Course Indructor Survey
F 5/5: Course wrap/paty

Project Assignments (additional
details to follow) [&)\ |

iy

Each topical unit will involve 4-6 students, each of whomis responsble for an individud
report related to tha unit and for contributing to the group©debae. We will draw names and
units for respon® papes.

All papers should betyped, doubk spaced. Please indicate clearly which assgnment your
pape addresses. When you cite references, please provide a bibliography. When youturnina
paper, ALWAY S BRING 3 COPIESN onefor theauthor and two for ingructors. In responses
to debates, BRING 8 COPIES (6 for debaers and two for indructors).
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Current Events Discussion

SES S

Discussionforums will be poged on Blackboad.

Referring to news sources, discuss the questiondtopics at hand.

Respondto at least oneother person@ pod.

Do this at least onae a week.

Grading based on completion of 12 entries (24 induding respon) total; upto 8
points for qudity and thoughtulness overall.

Individud Report Assignment

1.

N o

Choo® a controversia topic you care about Bring at least onereading tha is useful
and important to you from news or scholarly source on tha topic and make copies
for theclass.

. Summarize what is at stake in this controversyN why it isimportant to you and to

others.

Research opposng points of view, induding scholarly booksand articles, historical
overview,

Write areview (critical summary) of thebooksand articles you have found.
Explain howthese perspectives have shaped your bdief and where you stand on
this subject in light of wha you have foundout

Prepare and ddiver a 10-minute class lecture summarizing this information.

Turn in: 5-page pgpe, power-point presentation (via email), copy of outlinefor
class, complete bibliography (with sources listed and cited in astandad reference
style, e.g. MLA or APA; see www.lib.utexas.edufefsites/'style_manuds.html).

Debae Assignment

1.
2.
3.

4.

Dividegroupinto opposng teams.

Decide on theaffirmative propostion to be debated.

Research cases on both sides according to the standards and guiddines provided in
Weston® book and the course.

Prepae and ddiver a40 minute debate alternaing sides and speakers; seeideasfor
debae format at http://www.csun.edu/~dgw613150ebformats.html or
http://debate.uvm.edu/meanypali.html).

Each side Turnin opening case outiine and bibliography.
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Response Pape's

1. Reports--Listen carefully to theindividud report you have been assigned. In 3-4
pages, summarize thereport, assess the reporter® evidence and reasoning, articulate
your own postiononthequestion at issue, and provide brief evidence to suppot
your postion.

2. DebaesN Listen carefully to the debate you have been assigned. In 3-4 pages,
summarize the debate, identifying the propostion and main arguments of each side
Which side had the stronge case, in your view, and why? Where do you come
down onthepropasition at issue, and why?

3. Sef-ReportsN At theend of your unit, assess your peformance in your report and
your debae. In 3-4 pages, answer: How goodwas your research, evidence, and
reasoning?What do you think you could have improved? Was your point of view
changad by thedebate or thediscusson?How so?

Enagement Plan
1. Attheend of the semester youwill write and present a plan for your own
engagement in an issue or concern of puldic controversy.
2. Papersshould be 6-8 pages longand should indude thefollowing:
a. Summary of problem, issue, or concern aboutwhich youwould like to be or
become an engaged citizen;
b. Backgroundon this problem, as gahered from credible sources,
c. Your stance onthis problem or question and reasonsfor your point of view;
d. Loca contacts, organizations communication outlets for your activity on
thisissue with details (phonenumbers, addresses, email addresses,
information on meetingsand other activities);
e. Description of howyou plan to get involved,
Sample speech, letter to editor, flyer, poder, blog entry, film, video, radio
spot, or other communication act you could use or ddiver in your efforts.

—

Topics and research for individud reports, debaes, and engagement plansmay overlap, but
each assignment mug bring something new to thetable.




